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One of the greats was Tom Brown, who
played on the 1962 Indians Valley League
team. Brown later played first base for
the Washington Senators and-also played
for Vince Lombardi on one of the Green
Bay Packers Super Bowl teams in the late
1960s.

Veterans Stadium enjoyed a particular
ambience and identity and seemed to be in
continual use say those who remember it.

“We played our Little League games in
right field,” Comer said

A covered grandstand with additional
bleachers on both sides, showers under-
neath the grandstand and a ticket booth
outside the stadium all added to the au-
thentic fell on game night.

The grandstand and grounds were main-
tained by a stadium hoard, which oversaw
repairs.

The smell of grilled hot dogs wafted
through the air, sending an aromatic
greeting to the fans as they arrived for
the game.

“Sometimes, the stadium was so crowded

nose. They tasted so good, it was hardnot
to gulp most of it down with one swallow.
But you knew you had to wash dowh the
last mouthful of that hot dog.” :

The stadium doubled as the football field

- for the high school.

All the fun came to an abrupt halt in
1987, when an arsonist’s fire took down
the grandstand.

“We tried to play there again in high
school the next year,” said Kirk Comer, who
played for high sehool coach Jim Burke,

. who continues as head baseball coach at

Page County High School.

“When Veterans Memorial Stadium
burned, Shenandoah lost its heart,” said
Dolores Lackovitch, who attended games
as a youngster with her father. “I never
saw Dad cry, but when that happened I saw
tears in his eyes — — his summers were
never the same after that.” i

Next week: More ballpdrk memories

‘and plans to rebuild the stadium






